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June 1, 2016

To: Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street NE, Room 1A

Washington, DC 20426
Re:  Spectra Energy Atlantic Bridge project, Environmental Assessment,
Docket #PF15-12-000
Ms. Bose:
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) process has failed the public and FERC has ignored all public comments submitted throughout the permitting process of the Spectra AIM project. Therefore, you must reject Spectra Energy’s Atlantic Bridge project.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST

I object to this project because of a direct conflict-of-interest between FERC and the third party consultant hired to prepare the Environmental Assessment for Spectra Energy’s Atlantic Bridge project, Natural Resource Group (NRG): http://www.desmogblog.com/2016/05/26/revealed-contractors-hired-ferc-review-new-spectra-energy-pipeline-work-spectra-related-project.
As the article states, NRG, the third party consulting company hired by Spectra to prepare the EA is a subsidiary of ERM Corporation, “an international consulting firm that provided a favorable review for the northern part of TransCanada’s Keystone XL pipeline.” Natural Resources Group was also engaged to prepare the Environmental Impact Statement for the Algonquin Incremental Market (AIM) project. 
“According to FERC’s guidelines, while third-party contractors work under the supervision and control of FERC staff, they are paid by the pipeline company seeking FERC’s approval. The company is also responsible for bidding potential contractors, with FERC approving the eventual hire. According to financial reports submitted by Spectra to FERC, since 2011 the company has paid NRG a total of over $2.5 million for services on a on a number of its projects under FERC review.”

“On February 20, 2015, FERC sent a letter to Spectra, announcing the selection of NRG as contractor for Atlantic Bridge. Yet at the time, NRG was already working directly for PennEast LLC, a major pipeline consortium of which Spectra is a member. NRG has been conducting public affairs for PennEast since at least 2014. A year earlier, NRG opened an office in the Marcellus Shale to represent energy companies operating in the region.”

“When Spectra joined the PennEast Pipeline consortium in October 2014, Spectra executives made clear their purpose was to bring fracked gas from the Marcellus Shale to its Algonquin Pipeline, of which the Atlantic Bridge project is a part. In other words, NRG, which works directly for PennEast, has a financial stake in the approval of Atlantic Bridge, the project it was hired by FERC to review as third-party contractor.”

“According to FERC’s own guidelines for hiring third-party contractors, a conflict of interest exists when the contractor ‘has a past, present, or ongoing financial interest in a project to be covered by the third-party contractor.” This exists, for instance, when the contractor “has a financial or other interest in the outcome of the Commission’s decision.’”

“Atlantic Bridge’s Environmental Assessment (EA), published by FERC in May this year, is favorable to Spectra. The EA – prepared largely by NRG staff, who were funded by Spectra – found the project not to ‘constitute a major federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment.’”

Along with a host of recommended mitigating actions, the report concludes that Atlantic Bridge will have “no significant impact,” essentially paving the way for an ultimate FERC approval of the project.”

Due to this direct conflict of interest, I urge FERC to rescind the permit for the Algonquin Incremental Market (AIM) project which was granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity on March 3, 2015 after the release of the FEIS by FERC (prepared by NRG) on January 23, 2015 because the conflict of interest should have been divulged by Spectra. In order to comply with its own regulations, FERC should have engaged a different third party consultant to complete the FEIS. FERC must also reject the Atlantic Bridge and Access Northeast projects. 

SEGMENTATION
Atlantic Bridge is the second proposal on the same Algonquin pipeline. This demonstrates a clear case of impermissible segmentation under the federal NEPA statute. Spectra has proposed these expansions as three separate projects, AIM, Atlantic Bridge and Access Northeast, to avoid the true evaluation of aggregate (existing and proposed) and cumulative health, safety, climate and environmental impacts on the region.

FERC said that comments must focus solely on Atlantic Bridge; however, AIM must also be addressed because it is the foundation of this massive gas infrastructure build-out.

Resolutions https://sape2016.org/resolutions/ were submitted to FERC on AIM by our three counties and several towns through which AIM/Atlantic Bridge/Access Northeast passes. These provisions were never included in the approval of the AIM project. Atlantic Bridge and Access Northeast further compound environmental impacts on health, safety and the climate. The resolutions called for:

· An independent air emissions baseline assessment conducted in areas directly impacted by compressor and metering station modifications; 

· A comprehensive Health Impact Assessment (HIA)  conducted to fully evaluate cumulative short term and long term as well as direct and indirect impacts of all infrastructure components of the AIM project; 

· An independent, comprehensive risk assessment of the impacts of siting a 42” diameter high pressure gas pipeline next to the Indian Point nuclear facility.

AVOIDANCE OF PROPER REVIEW OF STONY POINT COMPRESSOR STATION

The Stony Point compressor station near my home in Rockland County is being expanded for the AIM project and there was 3,300 horsepower of excess capacity that just coincidentally happened to be the amount needed for Atlantic Bridge. I feel that this is a blatant abuse of power and demonstrates a deceitful and duplicitous attempt to avoid the proper review for the impacts of the Atlantic Bridge project. 
The recent 6-day NYSDEC Ozone Health Advisory in effect for the NYC area put at risk the elderly, the very young, pulmonary and heart condition populations and others with immune deficiencies. We are a non-attainment zone for air quality. The need for baseline and on-going monitoring of air quality and cumulative impacts in AIM remain critical.

These points remain a greater concern for this Spectra project, as expansions of compressor stations, metering and regulating stations and other gas infrastructure will further compound these impacts.

We also urge FERC to heed Senators Schumer’s and Senator Gillibrand’s call on May 20 for a halt on the AIM pipeline construction while a NYS independent risk assessment is conducted which reiterated Governor Cuomo’s call for a halt in construction on February 29, 2016 which you unreasonably rejected. Let’s get this right by halting AIM construction while the independent risk assessment is conducted and reviewed by experts and the public. 

NRC misleads when stating that multiple risk assessments have been conducted. They have not. A flimsy and flawed analysis on the back of an Entergy envelope is no basis for an independent, comprehensive and transparent risk assessment.  Twenty million people are at risk in a 50-mile radius by siting AIM/Atlantic Bridge/Access Northeast at Indian Point nuclear facility. Stop this unacceptably dangerous siting and let a proper risk assessment proceed while the construction is halted.

Yours sincerely,
Stop the Algonquin Pipeline co-founders Paula Clair, Suzannah Glidden, Susan McDonnell, Jerry Ravnitzky, Marian Rose, Susan Van Dolsen, Ellen Weininger

